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Hi! My name is Matsuko. I was first inspired to explore 
neuroscience by a biologist I greatly admired studying 
evolutionary developmental biology (Evo-Devo) in 
Marseille. He explained to me that in his field, and in the 
broader study of biology, neuroscience was becoming more 
and more relevant in our understanding of evolution, 
particularly in the diversification of behavioral 
characteristics across species. As I've always been interested 
in evolution and the mechanisms that have led to the 
differences between species as well as within one, 
neuroscience naturally peaked my interest. I stumbled upon 
the France Brain Bee by chance, and thought it would be a 
great opportunity to familiarize myself with this exciting 
field! 

Matsuko Sano  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Homeschool,  Paris  
Winner of the 2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Carole HOSONO   
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2nd Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 

My name is Carole Hosono, I am 
17 years old and currently in my 
final year in high school studying 
Scientific Section at  Lycée Louis 
Le Grand in Paris. I am interested 
in everything that is related to 
space and aircrafts. I joined the 
Brain bee as I was curious to 
learn more about neurosciences. I 
am also fond of playing the piano 
during my free time.  



Théo DAMIATI  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
3rd Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 

 
Hi, my name is Theo and I’m 17 years old.  
I’m currently on my last year of high school 
at Lycée Louis-le-Grand. I love biology and 
that’s why I’ll study medicine next year at 
the University of Paris. Also, I’m working  
as a nurse’s assistant in a retirement home 
with the elderly to better understand what it 
means to be a physician.  

Marine JOLY 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
4th  place winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
  
 

My name is Marine and I'm 17 years old. I'm 
in my last year of high school at Louis le 
Grand. I like spending time with my friends 
and playing piano. I practice karate and 
modern jazz dance but I also like running, 
and wakeboarding. Next year, I will go to a 
medical school. I wanted to join the France 
Brain Bee to learn more about neuroanatomy 
and brain disorders.  



My name is Ines Valls, I am 16 years old and study 
at the EJM. I’m in 2nde/10th grade. I love listening to 
music, singing, playing musical instruments such as 
piano and cello. I also love reading especially 
mystery books, and deciphering codes or 
hieroglyphs. I am absolutely fascinated by the brain 
and its complexity, yet I wonder about the formation 
of our consciousness. Why do we have a 
consciousness? How is it created? Are other animals 
conscious?  I want to study medicine and become a 
surgeon. 

Inès VALLS,  
Seconde (10th grade) 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
5th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 	

My name is Leo and I'm 17 years old. I am in my 
last year of high school at Ecole Jeannine Manuel. 
I am very interested in classical and hip-hop 
music, reading, and sports. I discovered the Brain 
Bee competition this year, and as I will go on and 
study Neuroscience next year in university, I felt it 
was a great opportunity for me to discover it in 
more depth in this field. My favorite part of the 
competition is the patient diagnosis, as it reminds 
me of how important it is for us to know more 
about the brain.  

Leou YING 
Terminale (12th grade) 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
6th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 	



I'm Alex. I'm 15 years old, currently studying at 
EJM at seconde level/10th grade.  My hobbies and 
interests include electronic music production, 
cubing, and science of course! I discovered 
neuroscience from participating in the Brain Bee 
last year and wanted to learn more, which is why 
I'm back this year. In particular, I've been 
interested in the diagnosis of mental disorders. I 
hope I can help find appropriate treatments for 
people's problems one day. 

Alex RAVEL  
Seconde (10th grade) 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
7th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 	

 
Hello, my name is Arman, I'm 15 years old and I'm 
in 10th grade (Seconde).  
I like science, especially Neuroscience and 
Astrophysics. I also like sports and music. 
In my free time, I enjoy playing guitar, reading and 
watching movies. 
I've joined the France Brain Bee because I find it 
wonderful to be part of such a great project with 
students all over the world learning about the same 
topic! The subjects that I found the most interesting 
were Sleep, Emotions and Neurodegenerative 
diseases. 

Arman PRANGERE 
Seconde (10th grade) 
Lycée le Ferradou, Blagnac, Colomiers 31770 
8th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 
 
	



Hi! I’m Fleur Santenac and I’m 16 years old. I 
currently attend the Ecole Jeannine Manuel, in 
Paris. I’m in 10th grade (Seconde). I play ice 
hockey and I dance, I love reading, listening to 
music, and spending time with my friends. I also 
love maths and sciences, and neuroscience is a 
field that has always fascinated me, but that I 
never had the chance to study on my own. Brain 
Bee seemed like the perfect opportunity to learn 
more about it! 

Fleur SANTENAC  
Seconde (10th grade) 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
9th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 	

Hi! My name is Mélina and I am 15 years old. I am 
in tenth grade (Seconde) at École Jeannine Manuel. I 
wanted to participate in the Brain Bee because I 
really like biology and the brain’s complexity has 
always interested me. I would love to know every 
aspect of it someday and especially disorders 
relating to the brain. I also love cinema and spending 
time with my friends.  

Mélina MEHONJIC 
Seconde (10th grade) 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
10th Place Winner, 2020 France Brain Bee 
 	



 

Here are the rest of our Participants in the  
2020 France Brain Bee,  

listed in alphabetical order. 
We are so proud of everyone’s  

hard work and persistence! 
 

Laureline AUJOULAT 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 



Julie BALDACCI 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 I'm Julie Baldacci. I live in Paris and 

study in Terminale S at the Lycée Louis-
le-Grand. Although I'm not studying 
biology or medicine next year, I'm very 
curious about science in general so that's 
why I wanted to take part in France Brain 
Bee this year. I also love to draw and 
play the piano in my free time. 

Benjamin CERF 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 

Hi. My name is Benjamin, I'm 17 years 
old and I live near Paris. I'm studying at 
high school Louis-le-Grand in Paris and 
this is my last year there. I'm taking part 
in the Brain Bee contest because I want to 
learn more about the brain and its 
diseases, and in a fun way too! I like to 
practice sport with friends, especially 
football and badminton.  



Angeline CHEZAL  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Hi, I'm Angéline and I'm 17 years old. I’m 
in my last year of high school at Lycée 
Albert Londres. 
After I participated in a geology contests, 
my classmates and I wanted to participate 
in a biology contest and our teacher told us 
about the France Brain Bee.  I like listening 
and playing music. And also spending time 
with my friends. 

 
My name is Iris and I am 14 years old. I am 
French and I’m studying in the International 
British Section of Lycée Camille Sée. I lived in 
London for five years. I’m passionate about 
science and still don’t know whether I want to 
be a neurosurgeon or to start my own business. 

Iris DAGET  
Troisieme  (9th grade) 
Lycée Camille Sée, Paris,  75015 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
	



Maïssanne DAHMANI  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

My name is Maïssanne DAHMANI, I almost 18 
years old. I am currently on my last year  of high 
school at Lycée Albert Londres. After I graduate,  
I will go to a Geology and Biology university in 
Clermont-Ferrand. I am participating in the 
Brain Bee because I think the brain is one of the 
most interesting and complex organs. In fact, I 
was able to discover many things and I think my 
favorite part was about disorders and diseases. I 
live in Vichy with my family. I like writing and 
reading and I practice badminton. 

Mazal DOAMENYO  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 Hi, I’m Mazal, and I just turned 18 years 

old. I am in my last year at Lycée Louis Le 
Grand in the scientific section with a 
specialty in mathematics. I like listening to 
music, drawing and learning new things, 
especially when it is in English. I’m very 
excited to take part in the Brain Bee contest, 
as it has allowed me to learn a lot about a 
new subject and helped me clarify my 
career plans. 



My name is Valentin DUFRAISSE, I am 16 
years old and I live near Vichy. My school is 
the Lycée Albert Londres in Cusset, and I am 
in Terminale S. I like outdoor sports like 
bicycling and playing other things like video 
games.  

Valentin DUFRAISSE  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Laëticia GBALÉ 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
  
 

Hi ! My name is Laëticia Gbalé. I’m 18 
years old. I attend classes at Louis-le-
Grand high school in Paris.  I’m in my 
senior year there. I enjoy baking, playing 
basket-ball and watching TV series. My 
favorite school subjects are biology, 
chemistry and mathematics. My dream 
job is to become a doctor and work at a 
children’s hospital. 



Mathilde GOUGAT 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 

Antoine GOUGÉ 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 I like discovering new cultures, hanging 

around with my friends, playing the piano 
and swimming. I chose to participate to 
the Brain Bee contest because I was 
looking for a challenge that would help 
me prepare for medical studies. I really 
enjoyed learning about neuroscience and 
brain features.	



	
My name is Nathan Graglia. I’m 13 years 
old and I’m in 9th grade (Troisieme).  I like 
astronomy, mathematics, video games and 
computers. After my studies I hope to be a 
pentester.  
	

Nathan GRAGLIA  
Troisieme  (9th grade) 
Collège André ABBAL, Carbonne 31390 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
	

Hello, my name is Boris, I’m in 9th grade at 
College Daniel Sorano, in Pins Justaret 31600. 
I chose to participate in the 2020 France Brain 
Bee mainly because I wanted to know how the 
brain worked, what effects/consequences certain 
actions had and what made the brain the human 
body’s most complex organ.  What most 
interested me in the contest was the people who 
take interest in this sort of thing, and to meet 
them. And talk. Sadly, that didn’t happen because 
of “environmental conditions”(on a good note, I 
was able to meet nice people while learning) I 
like to read Sci-fi, science (especially the stuff 
under development) and boardgaming. 

Boris GUILBAUD  
Troisieme (9th grade) 
Collège Daniel Sorano, Pins-Justaret 31860  
2020 France Brain Bee 
	



Masaya HAYASHIKAWA 
Terminale  (12th grade) 
 Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 

	
My name is Luke, I’m 15 years old and I’m in 10th 
grade (Seconde) at Lycée Camille See in Paris. 
I’m interested in the fields of both medicine and 
rockets. I’ve liked learning about the brain, how 
important it is and how it works. 
Since I was small, I’ve always been interested in 
science and I like a good challenge. I play the piano. 
I’m learning Japanese and like to read and play 
sports. 

Luke JOLLY 
Seconde (10th grade) 
Lycée Camille Sée, Paris, 75015 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
	



Yufei LI 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 

I’m Yufei and I’m 18 years old. I’m 
 in my last year of high school at Lycée 
Louis-le-Grand in Paris. Neurosciences 
captured my interests, we can use 
neuroscience to help explain 
psychological phenomena and states. 
That’s why I decided to participate in the 
Brain bee. 

Hello I am Alma and I am 14 years 
old. I go to Ecole Jeannine Manuel, 
EJM. I am in 9th grade (Troisième). I 
decided to join this contest because I 
was curious about the brain and how 
it works. Some of my hobbies 
include drawing, playing the piano, 
sewing and learning new things.  

Alma MANGASARIAN  
Troisième (9th grade)  
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015  
2020 France Brain Bee 
	



 
My name is Jeonghyeok Park, and I am 
in ninth grade (Troisième) at Ecole 
Jeannine Manuel. 
	

 
Jeonghyeok PARK  
Troisième (9th grade)  
Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Paris, 75015 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 	

Chloé RANDOING 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Hello, my name is Chloé and I'm 17 years 
old. I'm in the last year of high school in 
Lycée Albert Londres in Cusset. I like 
playing and listening music and also 
dancing in a traditional group. I decided to 
join the FBB contest because our teacher 
presented us this project and I found the 
theme of neurosciences very 
interesting. After high school, I would like 
to continue my studies in the field of 
mathematics.	



Hélène TAN   
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Hi, my name is Hélène, I am 17 years old and 
I’m currently in my last year in high school, in 
the Scientific Section. I wanted to join the 
France Brain Bee because I would like to be a 
doctor later, and as the brain is an important 
part of the body, I was automatically attracted 
to this contest.  I’m very fond of music, I love 
playing piano and I also like taking pictures. 

Gabrielle TEISSERENC   
Seconde (10th grade) 
Lycée Maurice Ravel, Paris 75020  
2020 France Brain Bee 
	



Théo VALLAS 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

Amandine VIVIANI 
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
	

I'm Amandine and I’m 17 years old and in my 
last year at Lycée Albert Londres in Cusset. I 
decided to join the France Brain Bee 
competition because of our DNL class, which 
stands for Discipline Non  Linquistique where at 
my French lycée we study biology and geology 
class in English. Neuroscience is not a subject I 
studied before and I really like it thanks to this 
competition.  In my free time I love playing the 
guitar.  



Sarah YOUSFI  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Louis Le Grand, Paris, 75005 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 

Marie ZELANTI  
Terminale, Scientific Section (12th grade) 
Lycée Albert Londres, Cusset, 03300 
2020 France Brain Bee 
 
 



 
TO ALL OUR 

2020 FRANCE BRAIN BEE  
COMPETITORS!  

 

Sponsored and Hosted by  
 
 
 
 

scien+fic.affairs@icm-ins+tute.org	
 

In Collaboration and Coordination with 
  
 
 
 

Founder and President,  
Helen Sahin Connelly 

Giftedinfrance.org 



 
THANKS SO MUCH TO… 

 
 

All the teachers, schools, coordinators who inspired students to 
participate, especially to Christelle Rigal, Rachel Crowdy, Laure 

Zeboulon, Laura Sanchez, Mariana Martini, Elodie Liktart,  
Morgane Aubineau. 

 
Community partners:  

Association of American Women in Europe for reaching out to educators 
and families across Paris, and the American Library in Paris for inviting 

us to host fun brain activities for young children to raise awareness. 
Thanks especially to Celeste Rhoads and Josh Hakim.  

 
 

Join us for the  
 
 

2021 FRANCE BRAIN BEE 
 

Website     
francebrainbee.org 

 
Contact   

Paris Brain Institute (ICM)  
scien+fic.affairs@icm-ins+tute.org	

 
 


